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PHOTOGRAPHS BY AARON SISKIND ARE FEATURED 
IN A CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART EXHIBITION 

Twenty-three photographs by Aaron Siskind form a small but rich exhibition 
on view through September 17 at The Cleveland Museum of Art. 

For nearly 40 years Siskind has been a force in contemporary photography 
both as an artist and an educator. He began as a documentary photographer in 
the 1930s, photo-journalistically investigating the social problems of that 
troubled decade. During the early 1940s however, Siskind’s photographic interests 
changed. Less concerned with documenting his surroundings, he began to isolate 
found images, organizing them according to formal concerns such as scale, shape, 
texture, and surxace pattern. Strong similarities exist between Siskind’s work 
since 1941 and the canvases of abstract expressionist painters such as Franz 
Kline, Jackson Pollock, and Robert Motherwell that emphasize angular shapes, 
monumental ity, gesture, overlapping forms, suggestion of shallow space, and the 
dramatic use of black and white, 

Siskind began work in late 1972 on a series in homage to his friend Franz 
Kline. He photographed time worn graffiti-covered walls which reminded him of 
Kline’s compositions and rough surfaces. Sometimes he shot them at close range, 
isolating a particular element, such as a fragment of a crossed-out letter, while 
at other times he took a longer view showing a larger section of a wall. The 


(more) 


2 -photographs by aaron siskind 


exhibition at The Cleveland Museum of Art has photographs from the homage to 
Franz Kline series, with the other 11 also coming from the post 1940 period 
of Siskind ^s work. 

Siskind was born in New York City in 1903. He received a degree from 
the College of the City of New York in 1926 and for the next 23 years taught 
English in the City*s public school system. In 1949 he began to work as a 
freelance photographer and teacher of photography. Joining the faculty of the 
Institute of Design in Chicago in 1951, he headed the photography department 
there from 1959 until his retirement in 1970. An adjunct professor at the 
Rhode Island School of Design from 1971 until this year, Siskind now works and 
lives in Providence, Rhode Island and on Martha’s Vineyard. He has exhibited, 
lectured, and published extensively and has photographs in numerous museum 
collections . 

A free brochure and check list describing Siskind's work and the exhibition 
is available at the Museum sales desk. 
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For additional information or photographs, please contact David Patterson, The 
Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 216/421-7340 


